
 

Ankermoor Primary Academy Curriculum  

 

 
A N K E R M O O R 

         
 Year Reception 

 
 

Autumn 1 
All About Me! 

Autumn 2 
Terrific Tales! 

Spring 1  
Amazing Animals (6wks 3 days) 

Spring 2  
Come Outside! 

Summer 1 
Ticket to Ride! 

Summer 2  
Fun at the 
Seaside! 

General 
Themes  

  

All About me! 
Starting school / my new 
class / New Beginnings  

Superheroes  
People who help us / 

Careers 
Staying healthy / Food  / 

Human body 
How have I changed?  

My family / PSED focus  
What am I good at?  

How do I make others feel?  
Being kind / staying safe  

Terrific Tales! 
Traditional Tales  

Little Red Hen - Harvest 
Gingerbread Man 

Cinderella  
The Nativity  
At the Panto  

Christmas Lists  
Letters to Father Christmas  

Amazing Animals!  
Life cycles (wk6)  

Safari (Wk7) 
Animals around the world (wk2) 

Down on the Farm (wk5) 
Mini Beasts  

Animal Arts and crafts (wk4) 
Night and day animals (wk3)  

Come Outside!  
Plants & Flowers  

Weather / seasons  
Does the moon 

shine?  
The great outdoors  

Forest School  
Planting seeds  

Make a sculpture: 
Andy Goldsworthy  
Reduce, Reuse & 

Recycle  
Fun Science / 
Materials Life 

cycles  

Ticket to ride!   
Around the Town 

How do I get 
there?  

Where in the 
world have you 

been?  
Where do we live 
in the UK / world?  

Fly me to the 
moon!  

Vehicles past and 
Present  

Design your own 
transport!  

Who was Neil 
Armstrong?  

Fun at the 
Seaside!  

Under the sea 
Off on holiday / 

clothes  
Where in the 

world shall we 
go?  

Send me a 
postcard!  

Seasides in the 
past  

Compare: Now 
and then!  

Seaside art  

  
 
 

 
Autumn 1 

All About Me! 
Autumn 2 

Terrific Tales! 
Spring 1  

Amazing Animals 
Spring 2  

Come 
Outside! 

Summer 1 
Ticket to 

Ride! 

Summer 2  
Fun at the 
Seaside! 



Communication 

and Language  
 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age 

form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a 

language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, 

practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and 

then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through 

conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites 

them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

 

 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development   

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive 

development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships 

with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a 

positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as 

necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs 

independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These 

attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 

‘Who am I 
and how do I 

fit in?’ 
Help others to 
feel welcome 

in class 
Care about 

other people  
How to work 
with others 

‘Celebrating differences’ 
Accept that everyone is different  
Looking at different celebrations  

 

‘Dreams and goals’ 
New Years Resolutions 

Staying motivated  
Perseverance   

‘Healthy 
me’ 

Eating a 
healthy, 

balanced 
diet 

Healthy 
relationships  

‘Relationships’ 
What makes a good 

friend?  
Show respect to 

others 

‘Changing 
me’ 

Looking 
forward to 
change and 
September  
Can express 

how they 
feel when 

change 
happens 

  
 

Physical 
Development  

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop 
incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness. 
By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, 
spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine 

motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with 
small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, 

control and confidence. 



  

Phonics 
Little Wandle 

Phase 2 graphemes 
 

Phase 2 graphemes  Phase 3 graphemes  Phase 3 

graphemes  

Phase 4 

graphemes  

Phase 4 

graphemes  

 

 

 
Literacy 

Literacy Tree  

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language 
comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the 
books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy 
working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription 

(spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing) 
 

We follow the Literacy Tree scheme of work. 
 

Where the Wild Things 
are. 

 
Bringing the Rain to the 

Kapiti Plain   

Look Up 

 

 

Ning and the Night Spirits   

The Magic Paintbrush 

 

 

Little Red   

The Tiny Seed 

 

 

I will not ever 

never eat a 

tomato 

 

Weirdo  

 

 

So much  

And Tango 

makes three 

 

 

Oi Frog! 

 

 

  

Maths  Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children 

should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within 

those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small 

pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of 

mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills 

across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in 

mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid 

to make mistakes. 

We follow the WhiteRose scheme of work. 

Match and sort 
Talk about measure and patterns 

It’s me 1,2,3 
Circles and triangles  

1,2,3,4,5 

Alive in 5 
Mass and Capacity 

Growing 6,7,8 
Length, height and time 

Building 9 and 10 

To 20 and beyond 

How many now? 
Manipulate, compose and 

decompose  



Shapes with 4 sides 
 
 

 
 

Explore 3-D shapes 
 
 
 

Sharing and grouping 
Visualize, build and map 

Make connections 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Understanding 
the World  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of 

children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to 

meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building 

important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s 

vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

Identifying their family. 
Commenting on photos of 
their family; naming who 
they can see and of what 
relation they are to them. 
Talk about the lives of 
people around them and 
their roles in society. Know 
similarities between past 
and present. Use stories to 
learn about the past.  

Can talk about what they do 
with their family and places 
they have been with their 
family. Can draw similarities 
and make comparisons 
between other families. 
Name and describe people 
who are familiar to them.  

Read fictional stories about 
families and start to tell the 
difference between real and 
fiction. Talk about members 
of their immediate family 
and community. Navigating 
around our classroom and 
outdoor areas. Create 

Can talk about what they have 
done with their families during 
Christmas’ in the past.   

Show photos of how Christmas 
used to be celebrated in the past.  
Use world maps to show children 
where some stories are based. Use 
the Jolly Postman to draw 
information from a map and begin 
to understand why maps are so 
important to postmen. 

Share different cultures versions of 
famous fairy tales. Know 
similarities and differences 
between life in this country and 
different countries. 

To introduce children to a range of 
fictional characters and creatures 
from stories and to begin to 
differentiate these characters from 
real people in their lives. 

 

Listening to stories and placing events in 
chronological order.  

What can we do here to take care of animals in 
the jungle? 

Compare animals from a jungle to those on a 
farm.  

Explore a range of jungle animals. Learn their 
names and label their body parts. Could include 
a trip to the zoo.  

Nocturnal Animals Making sense of different 
environments and habitats  

Use images, video clips, shared texts and other 
resources to bring the wider world into the 
classroom. Listen to what children say about 
what they see 

Listen to children describing and commenting 
on things they have seen whilst outside, 
including plants and animals. Explore natural 
world – making observations and drawings of 
animals and plants. 

 

Trip to our local 
park (to link with 
seasons); discuss 
what we will see 
on our journey to 
the park and how 
we will get there.   

Introduce the 
children to 
recycling and how 
it can take care of 
our world. Look at 
what rubbish can 
do to our 
environment and 
animals.  

Create 
opportunities to 
discuss how we 
care for the 
natural world 
around us. 

Can children make 
comments on the 
weather, culture, 
clothing, housing.  

Change in living 
things – Changes 

Use Handa’s 
Surprise to explore 
a different 
country.  

Discuss how they 
got to school and 
what mode of 
transport they 
used. Introduce 
the children to a 
range of transport 
and where they 
can be found.  

Look at the 
difference 
between transport 
in this country and 
one other country. 
Encourage the 
children to make 
simple 
comparisons.  

Use bee-bots on 
simple maps. 
Encourage the 
children to use 
navigational 
language.  

To understand 
where 
dinosaurs are 
now and begin 
to understand 
that they were 
alive a very 
long time ago.  

Learn about 
what a 
palaeontologist 
is and how they 
explore really 
old artefacts. 
Introduce Mary 
Anning as the 
first female to 
find a fossil. 

Materials: 
Floating / 
Sinking – boat 
building 
Metallic / non-
metallic 
objects 



treasure hunts to find 
places/ objects within our 
learning environment.  

Introduce children to 
different occupations and 
how they use transport to 
help them in their jobs.  

 

Listen out for and make 
note of children’s discussion 
between themselves 
regarding their experience 
of past birthday 
celebrations.  

in the leaves, 
weather, seasons, 

Explore the world 
around us and see 
how it changes as 
we enter Summer. 

 

 

Can children talk 
about their homes 
and what there is 
to do near their 
homes? 

Look out for 
children 
drawing/painting 
or constructing 
their homes. 

Encourage them 
to comment on 
what their home is 
like. Show photos 
of the children’s 
homes and 
encourage them 
to draw 
comparisons.  

Environments – 
Features of local 
environment 
Maps of local area 
Comparing places 
on Google Earth – 
how are they 
similar/different? 

Introduce the 
children to NASA 
and America.  

Introduce children 
to significant 
figures who have 
been to space and 
begin to 
understand that 
these events 
happened before 
they were born. 

Can children 
differentiate 
between land and 
water.  

Seasides long 
ago – Magic 
Grandad  

Share non-
fiction texts 
that offer an 
insight into 
contrasting 
environments. 

 



 

Expressive Arts 
and Design  

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular 
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of 

what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate 
through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating 

what they hear, respond to and observe. 

Give children an insight into new musical worlds. Invite musicians in to play music to children and talk about it. Encourage children to listen 
attentively to music. Discuss changes and patterns as a piece of music develops. 

  Join in with 
songs; 

beginning to 
mix colours, 
join in with 

role play 
games and 

use 
resources 

available for 
props; build 

models using 
construction 
equipment. 

Sing call-and-
response 
songs, so 

that children 
can echo 

phrases of 
songs you 

sing. 
Self-

portraits, 
junk 

modelling, 

Use different textures and materials to 

make houses for the three little pigs 

and bridges for the Three Billy Goats 
Listen to music and make their own 

dances in response. 
Castle models  

Firework pictures, Christmas 

decorations, Christmas cards, Divas, 

Christmas songs/poems 
 The use of story maps, props, puppets 

& story bags will encourage children to 

retell, invent and adapt stories. 
Role Play Party’s and Celebrations 

Role Play of The Nativity  

Designing homes for hibernating 

animals. 
Collage owls / symmetrical butterflies  
Children will be encouraged to select 

the tools and techniques they need to 

assemble materials that they are using 

e.g creating animal masks. 
Making lanterns, Chinese writing, 

puppet making, Chinese music and 

composition 
Shadow Puppets  

Teach children different techniques 
for joining materials, such as how to 
use adhesive tape and different sorts 

of glue.  

Make different 

textures; make  

patterns using 

different 

colours 
Children will 

explore ways to 

protect the 

growing of 

plants by 

designing 

scarecrows.    
Collage-farm 

animals / 

Making houses. 

Pastel 

drawings, 

printing, 

patterns on 

Easter eggs, 

Life cycles, 

Flowers-Sun 

flowers 

  Design and 
make rockets. 

Design and 
make objects 

they may need 
in space, 

thinking about 
form and 
function.  
Learn a 

traditional 
African song 

and dance and 
perform it / 
Encourage 
children to 
create their 
own music.  

Junk modelling, 
houses, bridges 

boats and 
transport.  

Exploration of 
other countries 
– dressing up 

Sand 
pictures / 

Rainbow fish 
collages 

Lighthouse 
designs 

Paper plate 
jellyfish  
Puppet 
shows: 

Provide a 
wide range 
of props for 
play which 
encourage 

imagination. 
Salt dough 

fossils  
Water 

pictures, 
collage, 

shading by 
adding black 

or white, 
colour 

mixing for 



take picture 
of children’s 

creations and 
record them 

explaining 
what they 

did. 
Provide 

opportunities 
to work 

together to 
develop and 

realise 
creative 
ideas.  

Superhero 
masks. 

Mother’s Day 

crafts Easter 

crafts Home 

Corner role 

play  
Artwork 

themed around 

Eric Carle / The 

Seasons – Art 
Provide a 

wide range 
of props for 
play which 
encourage 

imagination. 

in different 
costumes. 
Retelling 

familiar stories 
Creating outer 
space pictures  

Provide 
children 

with a range 
of materials 
for children 
to construct 

with. 

beach huts, 
making 

passports.  
Colour 

mixing – 
underwater 

pictures.  
Father’s  

Day 
Crafts  

  

 

 

 


